“Importance of Revival of Traditional Water Bodies in Present scenario”
Since ancient times, floods and droughts both were regular phenomenon in prehistoric India. Possibly this was the reason for the every region of country for having its own traditional water conservation and management system depending upon the geographical conditions andcultural uniqueness.
The basic concept behind developing and maintaining traditional water bodies is to collect the rainfall during peak rainy days and utilize harvested water during dry period. Even, archeological evidence shows that the practice of water conservation and management is deep rooted in the science of ancient India. Excavations show that the cities of the Indus Valley Civilization had excellent systems of water conservation, harvesting and drainage system.For example, the settlement of Dholavira, laid out on a slope between two storm water channels, is a great example of Water Engineering. Sringaverapura, near Allahabad, also had a sophisticated water harvesting system that used the natural slope of the land to store the floodwaters of the river Ganga.
Drawing upon centuries of experience, Indians continued to build structures to catch, hold and store monsoon rainwater for the dry seasons to come. These traditional techniques, though less popular today, are still in use and efficient. Many water conservation structures and water conveyance systems specific to the ecoregions and culture has been developed. But Everyday experiences and studies have shown that more and more water bodies are disappearing from the urban and rural landscapes due to uncontrolled urbanization leading to their encroachment for construction activities; dumping of sewage, industrial waste water, deposition of debris and last but not the least a shift from community-based water-use system to groundwater dependent system. 
Therefore, realizing the seriousness of this problem confronting traditional water bodies, the National Water Mission has launched Jal Shakti Abhiyaan –II: Catch the Rain campaign with the objectives of comprehensive improvement and restoration of traditional water bodies, including increasing tank storage capacity, ground water recharge, and increased availability of drinking water.  There are several traditional water bodies such as Talab, Jhalaras, Bawaris, Tankas, Johads, AharPye, Khadins, Khud, etc. exists in India that requires revival and regular cleaning through community participation at local level for ensuring water availability during drought and water supply failure. 
There are some of the basic procedures required for revival of traditional water bodies:
· De-silting and removal of debris of water bodies
· Repair and renovation of water structures
· Prevent sewage draining into water bodies
· Prevent eutrophication by removal of excess algae from the base of water bodies
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