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23th National Youth Festival, 12 – 16 January, 2020, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Nehru Yuva Sandesh
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 Carnatic Vocal Solo shows 
its charisma at NYF-2020
The Carnatic 

Vocal Solo 
performance under 
Competitive events 
left a phenomenal 
imprint to the 
audience. The 
vocalists and singers 
from different states 
of India marked 
their presence with 
the outstanding 
performances. 

The program 
began with the 
high energy song 
by the contestant of 
Punjab. Giving power packed performance, the 
rest of the participants, coming from different 
states, also won the heart of judges along with 
the whole listeners. 

The participants at Carnatic Vocal Solo 
Competition were, Janhavi Sharma (Punjab), 
Madhav Dev (Kerala), Umesh Patro (Odisha), 
Vivek T.A (Maharastra), E. Pratyusha (Andhra 
Pradesh), Sumana Vittala (Rajasthan), Aditi B. 
Prahalad (Karnataka). 

The contestant from Maharashtra, Vivek T.A 
presented 'Chalakalalla' song in RB Ragam. 
While sharing his thoughts about music, Vivek 
revealed that he is not only learning music 
but worshiping it since the age of 4. He says, 
"Practice and love what make the real and 
beautiful music."

Presenting the beautiful annotation, 
articulation, and modulation of vocals, the 
participants from Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
made the audience sink into the rhythm of their 
voice. E. Pratyusha and Aditi B. Prahalad, 
coming from Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
respectively, said that despite lack of proper 
training and coaching, they worked hard and 
managed to learn the music and came to NYF-
2020. They say, "Music is the cultural asset of 
India and we should adore and keep it alive."

In the end of the event, Mahipal Singh, 
thanked everyone present there, especially the 
judges of the event, T.V Mani Kanan and Shri 
G. Elangovan. Gopal Chandra Ojha, NYKS 
and Subham coordinated the programme 
successfully. Swati Singh Rajput compared the 
programme beautifully. 
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Nawab Drummer :  
A child prodegy 

Today on the 3rd day of 23rd National Youth 
Festival we were surprised with the perfomance of 
the 6 year old charming Drummer: He is Devaagyh 
Dixit. He cheered the crowd with his motivation 
Indian Fusion Drum solo and the crowd of youth 
from all across India cheered him with claps 
and whistling. Devaagyh also known as Nawab 
Drummer. He is India's Youngest Drummer and 
India's Fastest Drummer, holding 16 National 
Records and 7 World Records and 1 Grand master's 
Title from World Records University (London, UK). 
He has been awarded by Shirdi Sansthan, ISCKON 
Temple and felicitated by many Bollywood 
celebrities including Mrs Dia Mirza and Mrs Malini 
Awasthi. He has also been felicitated by Shri Yogi 
Adityanath, (CM of UP) and Baba Ramdev jee.

He presented a Rock Style Drum solo and also 
did beat boxing for the audience. It was indeed a 
great start for the event at 1090 Chauraha, Lucknow.
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Classical Dance  
The rhythm of mythological reminiscence

The National Youth Festival-2020 came up with 
the classical dance competition - Odissi on its third 
day which begun with an incredible spark and left a 
prominent mark on the audiences. Odissi is one of 
the 8 recognised classical dance forms in India. In 
the event, participants from eleven different states 
participated in the competition show casing the 
traditional illustrative mythological performing art 
that originated in the temples of the eastern coastal 
state of Odissa.

The competition took place in the Mercury 
Auditorium of Indira Gandhi Pratishthan and was 
judged by two most renowned personalities who 
have an eternal charm in Odissi classical dance, Mrs. 
Kavita Dwibedi and Janhabi Behera. The enriching 
performance by different states blew the fragrance of 
Odissi culture in the ambience.

Odissi is one of the toughest dance forms of the 
country and traces its origin back to the works of 
Bharat Munis’s Natya Shastra. The performances 
were based in illustrative anecdotes of mythological 
and religious theme, Vaishnav Cult, devotional poem, 
experts from Jayadeva’s ‘Geet Govind’ and those 
associated with Hindu gods such as Shiva and Shakti. 
Episodes from the mystic tales of lord Krishna 
included ‘Bakasura,’ ‘Shakatasurai,’ ‘Kaliyadaman,’ 
and ‘Viswaroopa.’ One participant performed a 
narration which tells the tale of a devotee who says 
“Lord your rescued the elephant king when he was 
caught by a crocodile, you heard Draupadi’s plight, 
you transformed little Prahlad into half man half lion 
king Narsimha, O Lord I bow to your lotus feet!”

Names of participants include Vaishnavi Velaye 
from Maharashtra, Harekrushna Dhall from Odisha, 
Anurag Sharma from Rajasthan, Hiranyamayi Depti 
from Gujarat, Arpita Debashree from Delhi, vanilla 
Sravani from Andhra Pradesh, Sweta Malik from 
Uttrakhand, Shivani Kumari from Bihar, Poonam 
Basava from Karnataka, Kavaya Rajagopal from 
Kerala and Vijeta Vernekar from Haryana, who left 
the audience spell bound by their performance. 

The rhythm of classical dance competition is 
getting high day by day in the National Youth Festival, 
2020. The Mercury Auditorium of Indira Gandhi 
Pratishthan witnessed the soulful performances of 
Kuchhipudi classical dance competition. The dance 
form traces its origin back to the Sangam Era and 
that from Bharatmuni’s Natya Shastra. It is a form 
of temple dance with basic theme of Vaishnavism 

associated with the metic tales of lord Krishna. 
Kuchipudi is prominently practiced in the Krishna 
District of Andhra Pradesh. This dance form is a 
dance-drama performance with its expressive way of 
narrating the story.

The judges of the competition, Shashidharan Nair, 
P. Nagajothy and Ms Meera Dixit, encouraged the 
participants and boosted them withoptimistic words.

Participant Priyanshi enacted ‘Krishna Shabdam’ 
where she being the Nayika performs with sheer 
ecstasy the divine love of Lord Krishna.

Dancers dressed in beautiful ‘Angvastra’, also 
known as ‘Bagalbandi’ enthralled the audience with 
their performance. Participants namely Shivani 
Yadav from Rajasthan, Tanmayee Gajbhiye from 
Maharashtra, Koustubha from Karnataka, Priyanshi 
Jethva from Gujarat, J Nandhini from Puducherry, P 
Nagasri Pravallika from Andhra Pradesh, Tania Das 
from Bihar, Urmilla Patnaik from Odisha actively 
took part in the competition and made the event a 
huge success. 

'Katha kahe so kathak kahave,’ Kathak is 
the dance of story tellers. It is a recital of stories  
narrated through the medium of the body, face, 
hands, feet in rhythmic coordination with the tabla 
and lehra. Kathak originated in the gardens of 
Vrindavan and was founded by Pandit Briju Maharaj 
of Bindadin Gharana. The Lucknow, Banaras and 
Jaipur Gharanas are the prominent gharanas of the 
dance form. Hypnotising the audience with their 
intricate footwork in teen taali tehai, aamad, gat 
nikaas, kalawari tarana and bhajan, the participants 
were a visual delight. 

Honourable judges for the event were Mr. 
Sadanand Biswas, Ms. Ranjana Sarkar and Ms. 

Surabhi Singh. Participants were Aparajita Patel, 
Snehasini Nayak, Meenakshi, Rohani Kumari, namita 
Yogesh raut, Sunny Kumar, Nitu Kumari, Amruta, 
Raghav Monga, Krishna Sharma, Arshdeep Kaur, 
Dhwani Rawal, Kaushiki Dhyani, Roweena James.

Manipuri dance finds its origin in the lands of 
Manipur. It is particularly known for its Hindu 
Vaishnavism themes and exquisite performances of 
love-inspired dance drama of Radha-Krishna. Other 
themes include Shaivism, Shaktism and Bhakti 
tradition. The roots of Manipuri dance, as with all 
classical Indian dances, is the ancient Natya Shastra 

with influences and the culture fusion between 
various local folk dance forms.

According to the traditional legend, the indigenous 
people of the Manipur valley were the dance-experts 
revered as Gandharvas in the Hindu epics Ramayana 
and Mahabharat, suggesting a dance tradition has 
existed in Manipur since antiquity. With evidence of 
Vishnu temples in the medieval era, the dance arts 
have been passed down verbally from generation to 
generation. Participants from all across the country 
came forward to showcase their potentials in Manipuri 
Dance. Dressed in traditional Innaphi, Phanek and 
Sarong, participants fascinated their audience with 
their compositions. 

Honourable judges for the event were Ms. 
Ranjana Sarkar, Ms. Janhabi Behera and Mr. Rasaraj 
Mukherjee. Participants for the event include Tripura 
sai Monika, Vishnu Kumar, Jeetendra Kumar 
Mohanty, Oram Sonali Devi, Vijeta Vernker and 
Hansui Yadav.

Organisers for the event include Mr. B. S. Gill, 
Nodal Officer and Mr. Mahendra Singh Sisodia, Ms. 
Jasleen Kaur and Mr. Dinesh Tripathi.
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23rd National Youth Festival, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Programme : 12-16 January, 2020

Date Event Venue Time
From To

15.01.2020 Yuva Kriti Yuva Shilp Gram, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am 8.00 pm
Food Festival Yuva Shilp Gram, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am 8.00 pm
Young Artist Camp Opp. Mars Hall, Sun Square, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am 5.00 pm
Suvichar and Youth Convention Vivekanand Sabhagar, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.30 am 3.00 pm
Cultural Evening Vivekanand Sabhagar, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 05.00 pm 7.00 pm
Adventure Camp PRD and Home Guard Parade Ground, Jail Road, Lucnow 11.00 am 5.00 pm
Non-Competitive Event 1090 Chauraha

Rumi Gate
G.P.O. Park

3.00 pm
3.00 pm
3.00 pm

6.00 pm
6.00 pm
6.00 pm

One Act Play B.B.D. University Auditorium, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 m

Folk Dances Jupiter Hall, Indira Gandhi Pratishthan, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 pm

Elocution Mars Auditorium, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 pm

Classical Instrumental Solo - Mridangam 
            - Guitar)

Rajya Manav Adhikar Bhawan Auditorium, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 pm

Bharat Natyam Mercury Auditorium, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 pm

Harmonium (Light) Pluto Hall, Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 10.00 am
2.30 pm

1.00 pm
6.30 pm

16.01.2020 Closing Ceremony Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Lucknow 11.00 am onwards

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


